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aspect of the matter which would appeal
to Orientals much more poignantly than
the delay, for they have learnt by long and
bitter experience with their own officials
that a local magnate loves not those who
cause his orders to be set at naught.
Finally, there was 4he psychological factor,
the reluctance of those days of little
travel, when local divisions and influ-
ences weighed so much more heavily
in the scale than nowadays, to abandon
the time-honoured shrines of justice, and
to scatter one's incense before strange
gods. Small wonder, then, that the
peasantry and traders were fain to accept
without question the orders of the district
official.
Nor were their superiors at the pro-
vincial capital likely to interfere over-
much with his discretion. In the case of
appeals against his orders, their natural
desire to support " the man on the spot"
was reinforced by the knowledge that,
owing to the difficulties of communication,
they could exercise no practical control
in his district, and that to sap and under-